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ABN 78 097 893 573

www.happen.biz
Jim2 Business Engine V2.05 release notes – 13/02/02

Jim2 V2.05 offers many new features and improvements. Most changes are as a direct result of customer feedback – and we thank you all for your ongoing support and enthusiasm in helping make Jim2 Business Engine one of the most practical and functional business tools available.  Other features are steps or “milestones” we have set in our continuing program to keep Jim2 evolving.

Some of the more exciting new features include…

· User Interface enhancements

· The ability to apply credits/prepayments at point of invoicing

· Additional support for docket printers etc

· Improved handling of serial numbers and barcodes

· The additional of default Payments Terms in Setup

· New data import function with mapping

Database V114

Several changes have been made to the database itself including new tables needed for changes to “Payment terms” and the new “Import” functionality. The Jim2 update program will automatically update existing databases to the current version 114. That is – by running the version 2.05 upgrade, you will have access to these new features and functions WITHOUT effecting your existing Jim2 records.

To manually update a database you have restored: 

1. Use the Jim Update program and run the Jim2update113-114.pas script.

2. New reports, scripts etc can installed by importing the jim2reports_v205.jrpt file via the Jim2 Report Designer.

Both this files can be located in the UpdateFiles subdirectory after running the jim2upgrade_205.exe upgrade program.

Jim2Server V1.5

There are no significant changes to Jim2 Server. Version 1.5 mirrors updates in relation to the database changes.

User Interface changes.

The menu system (not its actual functionality) has been replaced to improve compatibility with Windows XP, resolve an issue with the report toolbar not functioning correctly under particular circumstances, and to pave the way for some upcoming features!

Object windows (Jobs, Purchase Orders etc) have been given a cleaner look and are now always maximised to your screen settings.

The “change Location/Branch” icon (previously a diamond) located in the Status bar has been replaced with a world globe or “earth” icon. Give it a click next time you’re there!
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Menu changes

Under the Tools menu, Scripts has been renamed Scripting Engine – a much more appropriate name as this is where you would design/edit and store Jim2 scripts.

A completely new menu item (and consequently a new feature) has been added to the Tools menu – Import. This new function is for the import of data into Jim2 from other software packages.
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Changes to Jim2 Tools -  Options

Under the Tools menu, Options now includes the functionality to add another 3 printers for use with Jim2. Selecting the Printers tab in options, you will see the new grid now has 3 extra printer selections to allow for labels printers etc. These can be renamed (highlight and replace the existing text) to make it easier to remember eg. Extra Printer #1 could be renamed as “Price Stickers” or “Address Labels” and so on. Scripts can reference these as follows Dest := ExtraPrinter1;
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Again, under the Tools menu, Options now allows you to setup a default Job Customer Reference# when adding Jobs. In Options, select the Job tab to enter and activate this and other defaults to make adding Jobs more accurate and efficient.

Changes to Jobs

A completely new feature has been added to help recalculate prices in the Stock Grid of Jobs to a specific total. It is important that repricing is done consistently across all stock involved – as stock profitability is effected. By right clicking anywhere in the Job Stock Grid, a new pop up menu will appear. Type in the total you would the selling price of ALL stock involved to TOTAL and Jim2 will increase/decrease all stock selling prices by the necessary percentage to equal that total.
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If you have elected for a Job to be Tax Exempt (the Tax Paid checkbox in the Job Header is NOT ticked) this version update now allows you to edit the Stock Tax Codes at a line level in that Job.

We have changed the “Supplied” column in the stock grid of Jobs to display RED if the number of Serial Numbers entered for Stock doesn’t match the quantity supplied.

Jobs can now be cancelled by putting a Job on the status of CANCEL. Cancelled jobs can be located in Job List using the CANCEL Status.

Right click in the Stock grid now gives you the ability to automatically recalculate the stock prices to match a certain figure. For example, you have added several lines of stock to a Job and the total price is $2019.25. By right clicking in the stock grid and selecting Recalculate all Stock prices to match Job total you can then enter a price of say $1999.00. Jim2 will then automatically adjusted all prices based on their selling price so that the job total equals $1999.00

The Labour tab on a Job can now display the User Labour Rate. This view can be controlled using Jim2 Security settings.

In a Job List, right clicking now has the new options of View and Edit to take you straight to the selected Job form in either mode.

Purchases

A new field “Our Ref#” has been added to the Purchase Order form. You may find it useful for recording internal PO numbers (from preprinted stationery and so forth)

New functionality has been added to the serial number grid for your Stock. If you would like Jim2 to generate a range of consecutive serial numbers for you (to save you entering them all in yourself if you KNOW they are consecutive) you can now type (or scan) the first and last serial number in the batch you’d like and Jim2 will automatically generate all the numbers in between. Voila!

CardFiles

Setting up Terms in both the Customer and Vendor tabs in CardFile has been redesigned, and now involves only nominating a single predefined “Terms” for both. A list of available terms is now setup ONCE and maintained in Tools/Setups/Payment Terms (described later in this update).
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The V2.05 upgrade will automatically generate a unique list of Payment Terms based on your present CardFiles setup, populate your Payment Terms in Setups, and update your CardFiles to match! You may wish to change the 10 character Payment Codes automatically generated in Setups to something more meaningful. 

Customer and Vendor payment terms are also available for grouping etc using the CardFile Advanced List.

The User tab in CardFiles now includes a Rate$ field. Enter the $ rate that this employee costs your business (including overheads). This figure is used in conjunction with the “actual labour” entered on Jobs to calculate accurate costs and provide for even more detailed Profit reports.

Debtors

Right click in Debtors now has the option to view an invoice by providing a shortcut to the Invoice List giving you direct access to the Jobs associated with that Invoice. To “preview” an invoice, use the right click option to Print and select Preview (to screen).

You can now easily generate a list of Debtors that have “unallocated credits” by selecting Unallocated from the Balance filter selection in the top right corner of the Debtors List form. This option will help you capture any unallocated credits – even those that make the Debtor balance = $0. It is a GOOD idea to run this List prior to the Statements report.

Creditors

You can also generate a list of Creditors that have unallocated credits by selecting Unallocated from the Balance filter selection in the top right corner of the Creditors List form. Again, this will help highlight any unallocated credits.
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Invoicing

You can now apply a credit/prepayment at point of Invoicing. If a credit/prepayment exists for the Customer being invoiced, an Apply Credits button will automatically appear. You can apply as many Credits/Prepayments as are available as a form of “currency” against the new invoice amount.
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To add the payment details (payment method) at the point of invoicing a customer, select the Payment Detail tab located in the Customer Account Details section of the Invoice screen. You may use multiple payment methods (cash, cheques etc) to transact payment. The option to include comments such as cheque numbers is available in this same grid.

If you try to print or reprint a previously cancelled invoice, a message saying “This Invoice is Cancelled. Are you sure you want to print this Invoice?” is displayed. The status of the invoice will be CANCEL.

Stock

All Stock grids are now fully Barcode lookup enabled. Stock can be added to grid by scanning the barcode (instead of entering Stock Code). If a Stock record has been setup with a specific barcode (entered via the Details section of each Stock record) then scanning that Stock barcode automatically assigns the correct stockcode to the Stock grid of a Job.
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Payment Terms - Setups

To simplify and maintain Debtor and Creditor payment terms, Jim2 now allows you to setup the terms you would like to use in a reference grid – effectively providing the drop down menu choices available to a user when assigning new Customers and Vendors with trading terms. 

Found in the menu Tools/ Setups/ Payment Terms tab, this grid uses similar methodology and functionality to all the other Jim2 lookup tables. By identifying each of your payment types by a familiar or known “Code”, by nominating if a % discount applies in a given days if payment is made early, by nominating how many days of credit (due days) are offered, as well as what percentage of account fees you will apply to overdue amounts, Jim2 will calculate and maintain your terms for you on each and every transaction to ach Customer or Vendor that attracts that payment term.
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As described earlier in this document, once you have defined your terms in the Payment Terms, you then nominate terms for each Customer or vendor via their CardFile.

For this version upgrade, Jim2 will extrapolate a list of terms for you using terms you already have in place in your CardFiles for Customers and Vendors. Because this version update will permanently remove the old fields from the CardFile Customer and Vendor Tabs (the 5 fields previously needed to calculate terms), Jim2 will then use the data it collected from the redundant fields to select the most appropriate Payment Terms code for each Customer and Vendor for you. It is a GOOD idea to quickly check Jim2’s choices following this upgrade.

RTV and RFC

Returns to Vendor and Returns From Customer now include hyperlinks to the related Purchase Order and Job Invoice respectively.

Cheque List 

The monetary value showing on Cheques with the Status of CANCEL or Booked will now show in green in a Cheque List and are not included in the calculation of the Total shown at the bottom of the list.

Security

You now have five additional Security options available:

Job -
Show user labour rate in labour Grid

Job  -
Allow user to apply credits during invoicing

Job -
View READY/Invoiced Jobs

Stock -
Show Stock cost in the stock record

Tools -
Allow to Import data

