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Jim2 Business Engine V2.08 release notes – 18/06/02

Jim2 V2.08 is perhaps our most significant release to date. Apart from the ‘normal’ features and improvements it includes the completely new Management module that hosts the extremely powerful Business Analysis and Budget objects. 

Some of the more exciting new features include…
· NEW - Business Analysis
· NEW - Budgets and Forecasting
· NEW - General Journals List
· NEW - End of Financial Year rollover wizard
· NEW - Start Jim2 setup wizard
· NEW - Multi-line comments on General Journals.

· NEW - Multi-line comments on Cheques.

· NEW - Ability to lock periods in current and next financial years

· NEW - Auto logout feature

Also…

· Further additions to the User Interface

· Additional support for Microsoft Terminal Server and Citrix Metaframe sites
· Automatic Stock Return Adjustments in Return to Vendor
· Improved printing of Invoices from The Sales Register

· Journal Sub-totals in transaction Journal

· New reports layouts
Database V116
To upgrade to Jim2 V2.08 backup your database then run the jim2upgrade_208.exe upgrade program from your server. 

Several changes have been made to the database itself including new tables needed for the new “Budgets” feature and a new linked GL account. The Jim2 update program will automatically update existing databases to the current version 116. That is – by running the version 2.08 upgrade, you will have access to these new features and functions WITHOUT affecting your existing Jim2 records.

To manually update a database you have restored: 

1. Use the Jim Update program and run the Jim2update115-116.pas script.

2. New reports, scripts etc can installed by importing the jim2reports_v208.jrpt file via the Jim2 Report Designer.

Both these files can be located in the UpdateFiles subdirectory after running the jim2upgrade_208.exe upgrade program.

Jim2Server V1.7
There are no significant changes to Jim2 Server. Version 1.7 includes minor updates to support the new features.
User Interface

The ‘System’ Module has been renamed Accounts. General Journals, previously accessible only through the transaction Journal, now have their own object within the Accounts Module.
All ‘banking related’ objects including ‘Cheque Book’, ‘Bank Deposits’ and ‘Bank Reconcile’ have been moved and logically grouped into the new Banking Module. 
A new ‘Management’ module has been created containing Reports (previously in System) and the new Business Analysis and Budgets objects.

A new option ‘Close Financial Year’ has been added to the Accounts menu. 
A new ‘Budget’ tab has been added to ‘Setups…’

A new ‘General Journals’ tab has been added to ‘Status…’
New Feature – Business Analysis
The addition of the new Business Analysis feature truly makes the Jim2 Business Engine one of the most powerful and genuinely useful business tools available bar none! That said, let’s run through exactly what it is and what it can do… 

Profit and Loss. 

“We instituted the practice of strong Profit and Loss management. By demanding a detailed P&L for each business unit, we learned the incredible value of facts and data in managing a complex business. As we have grown, Dell has become a highly data- and P&L- driven company, values that have since become core to almost everything we do.”

Michael Dell, Direct from Dell, 1999

It’s essential to run a P&L on every area of your business. With the P&L section of the new Business Analysis feature you can easily “carve” up your business in realtime, anytime!

You can do a P&L for any date range using one of the following styles…

	Standard
	Display just totals 

	Year to Date Comparison
	Display totals plus totals for the same financial YTD period

	Previous Year Comparison
	Display totals plus totals for the same period last year and the Change in $ and %

	Budget Comparison
	Display totals plus totals for select Budget and the Change in $ and %


All results can be easily split by day, week, month, quarter or year from the ‘Display By’ dropdown.
Additionally you can group results by any GL ‘sub-account’ including Branch, Sub-Branch or GL Department.

Balance Sheet.

Allows you to run a Balance Sheet from any point in time using the same Styles as the  P&L and display the totals only or split by day, week, month, quarter or year.

Standard P&L/Balance Sheet reports and new comparison reports are available from the reports toolbar.
Right clicking on the results grid allows you to quickly do an account enquiry or view the GL for the selected Account or export the results in Microsoft Excel, Text, HTML or XML formats.

Opening Balance Sheet results are now handled automatically by Jim2 and you are now longer required to specify whether to include them in the results or not.
Note: All P&L and Balance Sheet reports have been moved from the General Ledger and are now accessible from the Business Analysis object.

New Feature - Budgets

One of the few omissions from the ‘Accounts’ side of Jim2 has now been included and is fully utilised in the Business Analysis object.

Features include…

Easily create Budgets for a single or range of GL Accounts manually or Generate one automatically based on…

Last Years results (Actual)
Last Years results (Selected Budget)

This Years results (Actual)

All of the above can automatically be varied by either a fixed dollar amount or by percentage.

Additionally, the ‘Incremental method’ allows you to create a budget based on a fixed dollar amount varied monthly by either a fixed dollar amount or by percentage.
You can have many named Budgets (created in Setups / Budgets) as you like. Examples include

Optimistic

Pessimistic

Realistic

What’s required to buy a new Merc etc.

Additionally you can do further analysis by any GL ‘sub-account’ including Branch, Sub-Branch or GL Department.

Right clicking on the results grid allows up to quickly View the budget, do an account enquiry or view the GL for the selected Account or export the results in Microsoft Excel, Text, HTML or XML formats.

New Feature - General Journals List
A new object called General Journals is now available in under ‘Accounts’. Previously General Journals were added/viewed/edited via the Transaction Journal.   
General Journals can now have a ‘Status’ and can be more easily added/viewed/edited from this list.

The name column in the General Journal Details Grid is now editable and multi-line allowing for detailed descriptions of the accounts usage etc. By default Jim2 will default to the GL accounts name.  

New Feature - Close Financial Year Wizard

A new Close Financial Year Wizard has been added to the Jim / Accounts menu. Jim2 allows you to operate for up to 12 months after end of the current financial year before it has to be finalised and closed (rolled).

Upon running the Close Financial Year Wizard you will be presented with the following checklist…
	No Purchase Orders on RECEIVED.
	The wizard will check your database and automatically set the ‘tick based on the results. 

All Purchase Orders that are on the Status of RECEIVED must be marked as FINISHED prior to rolling. 

This check is Mandatory.   

	No Stock sold in Advance
	The wizard will check your database and automatically set the ‘tick based on the results.

It’s possible that you may have sold stock (perhaps at $0.00 etc) so you should determine if this is correct and base your decision on this.

If you have sold stock in advance and not generated the related PO or stock Adjustment your profit will be higher than it actually is! 

	Bank Accounts Fully Reconciled
	The wizard will check your database and automatically set the ‘tick based on the results.

It’s possible that you may have GL accounts flagged as reconcilable that are not important to your EOFY figures. If this is correct base your decision on this.

	Historical Balance 
	The wizard will check your database and automatically set the ‘tick based on the results.

The Historical Balance figure in your GL must be $0.00 to be able to roll. 

This check is Mandatory.   

	Stocktake
	Confirm you have completed your EOFY stocktake (if required) and completed any Stock Adjustments, Write Downs etc

	Tax/GST
	Confirm you have reconciled and lodged all the required GST and other TAX related tasks.

	Accountant
	Confirm you have checked with your accountant and everyone is happy to complete the rollover.

	Backup
	Confirm you have a done a full backup of your Jim2 database PRIOR to completing the rollover.

Note: The End of Year procedure is not reversible.


After completing all checks the ‘OK’ button will be automatically enabled and you can complete the Close Financial Year Procedure. 
All P&L accounts will be adjusted and the corresponding Profit (or Loss…) will be transferred to your linked Retained Earnings account. An ‘EOY’ Journal entry will be automatically created dated the first day of the next financial year.

Any closed periods in Options / Accounts will be cleared and rolled back one year, and the current financial year value will be incremented by 1. 
New Feature - Start Jim2 Wizard
Upon logging onto a restored ‘blank’ Jim2 database a wizard will automatically start asking for the starting Financial Year and conversion month etc.
Options / Accounts

A new linked account called ‘Return Adjustments’ has been added to the ‘linked accounts’ grid in options. This is used by Return to Vendor if you return goods/stock etc to Vendor at a different price than what you originally paid. 
Note: The jim2upgrade_208.exe upgrade program will automatically link this to your existing linked ‘Stock Adjustments’ account. You may choose to create a new ‘5 - Cost of Sales’ GL Account and link it to this.

You can now lock periods in the Current and Next Financial year. This allows you to lock periods in the year you are actually in even though you haven’t closed the previous Financial Year. 

Cheque Book

Now located under Banking.

The name column in the Cheque Details Grid is now editable and multi-line allowing for detailed descriptions of the accounts usage etc. By default Jim2 will default to the GL accounts name.  

New Feature – Auto Logout
A new Station Level feature located in Options/ General will automatically log you out of Jim2 after a predetermined number of minutes. You will find is feature very useful in ‘Point Of Sale’ and ‘Workshop’ environments and as an added security in high risk areas.

Additional support for Microsoft Terminal Server and Citrix Metaframe sites

Version 2.08 includes additional support for Microsoft Terminal Server and Citrix Metaframe sites in the following ways…

The creation of a new option in the Jim.ini file called UseWinStationName=YES. This allows station settings to be set at a ‘workstation’ level even when running under Terminal Server. Previous the Windows logged on User’s name was used. 

This option will be the default in all new Jim2 installations. Current users Station level settings are unaffected unless this line is added to the INI file.

A new 256 colour version of the Splash screens is now used whenever Jim2 detects it is running under Terminal Server to improve loading times.

Return to Vendor
Return to Vendor now will automatically create an adjusting GL entry to the new linked ‘Return Adjustments’ GL account when you return goods/stock etc to Vendor at a different price than what you originally paid. This ensures that your Stock GL accounts will always balance. Previously Jim2 relied on the user doing an adjusting General Journal. 

Note: You can still do a General Journal to move the amount from ‘Return Adjustments’ to another GL account if you wish.
Sales Register

A new ‘Multi Invoice from List’ report allows you to Print/Fax/Email Invoices using the Original or a Selected Invoice layout. Invoice printers and copies are now fully supported. The ability to easily cancel printing is now also available.

Security
Security has been re-organised to match the new interface changes and additional functions. Please review them and adjust them accordingly.
Fixes

The following issues have been resolved – Please report any issues if you find them :

Ability to mark a Job as CANCEL when it had stock on RESERVED has been fixed. The update program will automatically correct your database if required.  
You can now change the tax code on RECEIVED Purchase Orders. Previously you could only adjust prices.

A message is now displayed when attempting of running Jim2 under 1024x768 screen resolution or an invalid regional setting.
Conclusion

Special Welcome! We have had a swag of new sites onboard and coming onboard prior to June 30. To all our new users, a big hello from the development team and look forward to your feedback.

As usual, we have had lots fun creating this new version and we trust you enjoy the new features and updates and find them of practical use within your business. 

Thank you for your continued support. We welcome ALL feedback and suggestions.

Thanks

The Happen Business Team

