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Jim2 Business Engine V2.09 release notes – 18/09/02

Jim2 Business Engine V2.09 includes enhancements to existing functionality, and includes many great new features.

Some of the more exciting new features include…

· NEW - All Lists can now be Live

· NEW - All Lists now have Auto Search

· NEW - Add/View/Edit directly from Lists

· NEW - View Debtors/Creditors as at any point in time

· NEW - Station Level Job Options

· NEW - Debtors Notes with Follow Ups

· NEW - Creditors Notes with Follow Ups

· NEW - Create Similar in General Journals.

· NEW - Flag General Journals as Recurring/Reversing.

· NEW - Jobs now have Discounts, Hide On Invoice and Back Orders at a line level

· NEW - Invoicing/Shipping details can now be saved with Jobs

· NEW - Jobs Total can now be view based on Qty Supplied or Qty Ordered

· NEW - Grid Columns management feature allows control over which columns are viewable in Jobs, Quotes and Purchase orders. 

· NEW - Stock Atrributes.

· NEW – Dynamic Stock Kitting

· NEW - Virtual Stock

· NEW – Serial numbers on Special Stock

· NEW – Definable Bin Locations for use  within your Stock Locations

Also…

· Further additions to the User Interface

· New Reports layouts

· Security protection on changing “codes”

· Improved Cancelling of Jobs

· Exporting of Data from Lists 

· Complete update to User Manual in line with these changes 

Database V117
To upgrade from Jim2 V2.08 to Jim2 V2.09 backup your database then run the jim2upgrade_209.exe upgrade program on your server. 

Several changes have been made to the database itself including new tables needed for the Debtors/Creditors Notes. The Jim2 update program will automatically update existing databases to the current version 117. That is – by running the Version 2.09 upgrade, you will have access to these new features and functions WITHOUT affecting your existing Jim2 records.

To manually update a database you have restored: 

1. Use the Jim Update program and run the Jim2update116-117.pas script.

2. New reports, scripts etc can installed by importing the jim2reports_v209.jrpt file via the Jim2 Report Designer.

Both these files can be located in the UpdateFiles subdirectory after running the jim2upgrade_209.exe upgrade program.

Jim2Server V1.8
Improved communication between Jim2Server and SQL Server when system is busy. 

Issue with SQL failing during large database restore resolved. 

Improved notification to Jim2 clients if Jim2Server has been abnormally terminated.

User Interface
· The Quotes, Purchases, CardFile, Items, Stock, Debtors, Creditors, General Journal and Cheque Book Lists can now all be live.

· All Lists now have View/Edit/Add buttons.

· All Lists now allow you to export by right clicking on the grid. The following formats are supported: Microsoft Excel, XML, HTML or text. This can be controlled by a new security option ‘Allow Exporting Data’. 

· All Lists now have a new Auto Search feature. Simply move on to the column you wish to search on and start typing. Focus will automatically move to the first cell that matches. Control Enter will move focus to the next match. Shift Enter will take you back to the previous.

· All Forms are now based on common base forms in an effort to reduce redundant code and resources, and improve speed and consistency.

· The Debtors/Creditors forms now have a NOTES tab.

Grid Columns layout

The new Grid Columns Layout feature allows control over which columns are viewable by default in Jobs, Quotes and Purchase Orders.

An example use is as follows:

Your Company generally deals (sells) using Tax Paid prices and uses multiple Stock Locations. So using the new Grid Columns Layout feature you can right click on a Jobs Stock Grid, choose Grid Columns, and disable Price TF column but enable the Location column.

Changes to Grid Columns can be made at a user or global level. To change all users to a new column layout Log with Administrator Rights and upon saving Jim2 will automatically ask ‘Update all users to new Grid layout as well?’.

Jobs

New Feature – Invoice details.

Jobs now has a new tab called ‘Invoice details’ that allows you to ‘pre-prepare’ invoice details including Invoice and Ship addresses, Ship via and Freight details.

New Feature – Discounts

You can now apply discounts to Stock applied to a Job at a line level. Right click on the stock grid and use the new Grid Columns Layout feature to view this column by default or click the ‘+’ sign in the top left hand corner of the stock grid.

When adding stock that has the ‘RRP – Margin’ Jim2 will automatically add the stock at the RRP price and apply the discount rather than simply adding the discounted price. The Invoice script has been updated to include the ‘Discount’ column in the data pipeline available to reports etc.

New Feature – Hide on Invoice

The Job Stock grid has a new column “Hide” that allows you to flag at a line level whether you want to display that line on an invoice (default - unticked), show only the price (Grey ticked) or hide that line completely (black ticked). Very useful when used in relation with Kitting (to show items in the kit but not the individual pricing of the items) or internal tests (Applies stock) etc.

New Feature – Kitting

Full drop and drag kitting is now available. Create a type ‘Kitting’ stock and add to Job. You can add additional stock to your kit on the fly by simply inserting or dragging. Kitting is also extremely useful for creating Subtotals within a Job and when used with the ‘Hide on Inv’ Flag allows for some very powerful layout control. 

New Feature – Calc Invoice Total Method

You can now display the Job total by either Qty Ordered or Qty Supplied. When in edit mode Jim will automatically default to Qty Supplied once a Job is marked as FINISH.

Quotes

New Feature – Invoice details.

Quotes now has a new tab called ‘Invoice details’ that allows you to ‘pre-prepare’ invoice details including Invoice and Ship addresses, Ship via and Freight details. This will be brought across to a Job when converted from a Quote.

New Feature – Discounts

You can now apply discounts to Stock applied to a Quote at a line level. Right click on the stock grid and use the new Grid Columns Layout feature to view this column by default or click the ‘+’ sign in the top left hand corner of the stock grid.

When adding stock that has the ‘RRP – Margin’ Jim2 will automatically add the stock at the RRP price and apply the discount rather than simply adding the discounted price. The Invoice script has been updated to include the ‘Discount’ column in the data pipeline available to reports etc.

New Feature – Hide on Invoice

The Quote Stock grid has a new column “Hide” that allows you to flag at a line level whether you want to display that line on a Quote [and carry this through to the invoice when created] (default - unticked), show only the price (Grey ticked) or hide that line completely ( black ticked). Very useful when used in relation with Kitting (to show items in the kit but not the individual pricing of the items) or internal tests (Applies stock) etc.

New Feature – Kitting

Full drop and drag kitting is now available. Create a type ‘Kitting’ stock and add to Quote. You can add additional stock to your kit on the fly by simply inserting or dragging. Kitting is also extremely useful for creating Subtotals within a Quote and when used with the ‘Hide’ Flag allows for some very powerful layout control. 

New Features - Recommended

In addition to the new Invoice Details, Discounts, Hide On Inv and Kitting features available in Jobs, Quotes also includes a new Recommended column call ‘Rec.’. This allows you to flag stock at a line level as ‘Recommended’. When printing Quotes you can include both the total of the ‘Recommended Options’ as well as extras etc. Very useful when used in conjunction with Kitting. The Quote scripts and Reports have been updated to cater for this. 

Stock

NEW STOCK TYPE – Kitting (optional feature)

Kitting Stock is a method to “bundle” combinations of depleting/non-depleting/labour/Special and Applied Stock to sell as one product. Kit selling prices can be calculated automatically by Jim2 (adds up the selling price on each stockline used in the kit) or set at the Kit level.

When you add a new stock and select Stock Type = Kitting, a new header tab will appear. It is now simply a matter of adding stock to the kit grid to make it part of the new Kitted stock. Jim2 will, of course, use the existing Stock Control functions that apply to the stocklines used in the Kit.

NOTE: You can add Virtual Stock to an existing Kit ONLY for Quoting. 

NEW STOCK TYPE – Virtual

Virtual Stock is used to create stock records for stocklines you have never bought or sold, but would like to be able to use in Quotes or Price Lists. Case in point: the import of vendor pricelists. You will need to change Virtual Stock to a different type prior to being able to use it on a Purchase Order or Job.

NEW STOCK FEATURE – Attributes (optional feature)

A complete description is available in your online Help & Manual (F1). Briefly, Stock can now be given Attributes – a feature or function like colours, styles, flavours etc. that do not effect the overall price of a Stock – but do make one differ from another. 

You define what Attributes you use and their values in your Jim2 Setups. When you create Stock where attributes “apply”, you select which attributes and their value for each Stock as you order it. When Purchase Orders are received, the stock record will now show the Stock on Hand Quantity – and you will have a break down of quantity by attribute. For example: There are 5 Holden Commodores in stock. They are all V6, automatic transmission with air-conditioning. This combination of features can be represented by one stock code. But now using the attribute of colour, we can see that 2 are royal blue, 1 is red and 2 are silver.

NEW STOCK FEATURE – Special Stock

Special stock now allows for serial number on purchase. Also, decimal places in quantity has been re-enabled in this version. 

NEW STOCK FEATURE – Bin Location

We have now added a new Jim2 Setup  “Bin Location” where you can list your choice of Bin Locations that relate to (overall) Stock Locations. Using this new feature, you can create a series of storage options within each Stock Location to make it easier for staff to find Stock.

NEW STOCK RECORD LAYOUT

To accommodate all the new features and functions, the Stock record itself has undergone some major changes.

The STOCK header tab gives you an overview of the Stock: 

Stock Code and Description

Unit measures in use

Stock functions used (I buy, I sell, I Manufacture, I Service)

Stock on Hand Quantity by Location

Stock options (serial numbers and/or attributes) in use

Groups in use

The DETAILS header tab gives you an overview of the more advanced Stock options:

Decimal places in unit quantity

Labour content that can apply to this stock (units of labour) and Cost (value)

Minimum Sale price for this stock

Minimum Quantity in Stock

Re-Order Quantity

Weight in kgs value

Barcode

Warranty period (in months)

Calculate tax method

Hide on invoice option

Publish to: website, price list options

The LOCATION header tab gives you the information on where to locate this Stock:

Location – relating to your actual Stock locations as per your Setup – Stock Location

Bin Location – relating to a specific place within a location as per your Setup – Stock Bins

Debtors

New Feature – Debtors Notes
Debtors can now have attached notes including the option to add an overall " follow up" date. This allows for the recording of all conversations with the Debtor, and the ability to add an overall follow up date to the Debtor if necessary. 

When editing the Debtor record, there is a shortcut to add a note from the main Debtors screen by clicking the button in the ‘Follow Up’ field.

By clicking on the Notes Tab you can view all notes related to this Debtor. Notes are automatically sorted by the date they were added with the most recent note been at the top.

To clear a follow up simply add a note to the Debtor with no follow up date for example “Rec’d cheque”

Enhancement

Enhancement - Debtors List

The Debtors list can now be live. This is a great feature if you have multiple staff working in Accounts Receivable, or you wish to keep an eye on changes to Debtors as they happen. 

A new field “As of” allows you to easily display and report on your Debtors " as of " a specific point in time. By default the “As of” will be today’s date, until changed.

The “Follow Up” date for Debtors now appears in the list. The date will be displayed in Red if due. You can of course use the sorting by columns (drop & drag) feature to group your Debtors by Follow Up date. 

We have introduced some great new COLOUR signals into the List which you should alert all users to:

· The Debtor's Total figure now appears in Green if that Debtor has unapplied credits/prepayments. 

· The Debtors Credit Hold status now appears in the List. The entire line will appear in Red if that Debtor is on Credit Hold.

All reports related to the Debtors List have been updated to handle the “As of” feature

Creditors

New Feature – Creditors Notes
Creditors can now have attached notes including the option to add an overall " follow up " date. This allows for the recording of all conversations with the Creditor, and the ability to add an overall follow up date to the Creditor if necessary. 

There is a shortcut to add a note from the main Creditors screen by clicking the button in the ‘Follow Up’ field.

By clicking on the Notes Tab you can view all notes related to this Creditor. Notes are automatically sorted by the date they were added with the most recent note been at the top.

To clear a follow up simply add a note to the Creditor with no follow up date for example “Told Fred we will pay next week by Direct Deposit”

Enhancement - Creditors List

The Creditors list can now be live. This is a great feature if you have multiple staff working in Accounts Payable , or you wish to keep an eye on changes to Creditors as they happen. 

A new field “As of” allows you to easily display and report on your Creditors " as of " a specific point in time. By default the “As of” will be today’s date, until changed.

The “Follow Up” date for Creditors now appears in the list. The date will be displayed in Red if due. You can of course use the sorting by columns (drop & drag) feature to group your Debtors by Follow Up date. 

We have introduced a new COLOUR signal into the List that you should alert all users to: The Creditor's Total figure now appears in Green if that Creditor has unapplied credits/prepayments. 

 All reports related to the Creditors List have been updated to handle the “As of” feature

Enhancement - General Journals

General Journals can now be flagged as Recurring and/or Reserving (with a Reverse date). 

The General Journals List has been updated to include these flags and allows a list of Recurring or Reversing GJs to be easily created.

General Journals now have a Create Similar button.

You can now access Account Enquiry by right clicking in the Account Details grid. 

Enhancement - Cheque Book

You can now access Account Enquiry by right clicking the Cheque Details grid. 

Jim2 OPTIONS & FUNCTIONS

Options / Jobs

Defaults for default Job Type, Sales Job Defaults and Invoice Reports can now be selected at a Station or Global Level.

This is very handy when in Point of Sale environments where the POS workstations typically use Sales Jobs and print on docket printers (their default) and the Service Dept typically use Service Jobs and want to use specific Invoice layouts by default etc.

Options / Purchase

New option allows you to choose whether to use the Document date of the Vendor’s invoice (Standard Jim2 BE method) or the Document Date of the Expense Order when posting COGS to the General Ledger. Eg. Post into the period the Sale was made or when the Expense was incurred. Very useful for larger Companies who have strict EOM (End of Month) procedures.

Options / Printers

New option allows you to easily set all printers to Default

Security

Security has been re-organised to match the new interface changes and additional functionality. 

Important - Please review them and adjust them accordingly as they are ENABLED by default.

PRIVATE
Area
Security Option

CardFile 
Change Card Codes

Items 
Change Item Codes

Stock 
Change Stock Codes

Stock 
Change Stock Attributes

General Ledger 
Change GL Codes

Tools 
Allow exporting data

Stock Adjustments

Stock Adjustments can now be made by any Unit Measure.

Reports

Most reports have been modified to handle the new changes. If you have any custom reports or scripts which fail for some reason please contact support@happen.biz or any of the Happen Business team.

Fixes and Improvements

The following issues have been resolved – Please report any issues if you find them :

Jim2 now monitors resource usage when running under Windows 98 and will prompt the user when Windows Resources are running low.

Improved communication between Jim2 Business Engine and SQL Server when system is busy. 

Conclusion
Special Welcome! We have a whole swag of new sites onboard and coming onboard in the lead up to Christmas! To all our new users, a big hello from the development team and we look forward to your feedback. With significant increases to our User base, we find Jim2 being used in some really diverse industries and consequently we've had a great opportunity to add new features that are "generic" enough for everyone to share!

As usual, we have had lots fun creating this new version and we trust you enjoy the new features and updates and find them of practical use within your business. 

Thank you for your continued support. We welcome ALL feedback and suggestions , and we actively use your input to continue to develop our product. 

Thanks

The Happen Business Team

